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Abstract 
Pilgrimage as a form of journey provide an opportunity for the people to visit sacred places and is a feature common to more or 
less all societies.  Mata Vaishno Devi being one of the most popular shrine located in the lap of Trikuta Hills of Jammu region 
(Jammu and Kashmir, India). Every year lacs of devotees from different parts of the world pay the obeisance at shrine. This work 
reveals the critical appraisal of urban development scenario (Case-Study) of Katra town (base camp to Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine), in the last 20-30 years. A brief model shall also be attempted for future urban development and inherent Architectural 
Style so that it would be amongst the rich cultural Heritage for the future generations to be preserved, conserved and 
simultaneously globalized for all good reasons.   
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1. Introduction 
  City’s Urban Infrastructure icons are the Arteries and lungs of the modern society. All cities are the outcome of 
rigorous social interaction and beliefs over a large period of time one of such social belief driven town is KATRA, 
situated in Jammu and Kashmir (India). Katra is very close to Our Present Hon’ble PM Sh. Narendra Modi as only 
recently, he has inaugurated the railway line up to this religious Town. Katra town is world famous for the 
pilgrimage as it forms the base Camp of Trikuta Hills upon which (12 kilometers away from base town) the Holy 
Shrine of Goddess Vaishno Devi is believed to be located. Every year Millions from around the globe visit the 
shrine. 
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1.1.  Location and background 
Fig. 1. (a)Location Map of Katra  (b) Land use pattern of Katra  (c) Religious Places Katra to Bhawan  (d) View-Katra  from Pilgrimage Track 
 
 Katra  is located at 42 kilometers from Jammu in Reasi district at an average elevation of 754 meters. The land 
of Jammu is blessed with the holy stay of many great saints and spiritual souls. Mata Vaishno Devi, Katra (Jammu) 
is one of the most famous pilgrimage tourist destination in India.  Numerous temples and shrines with glittering 
Shikhras roaring the Jammu city’s sky-line creating the ambiance of a holy and a peaceful city.  Jammu emerged as 
the major economic center of the state, owing a great contribution to the pilgrimage tourists it attracts. 
 
Indian Spiritual tradition has propounded four purusharth (objectives) of a human life. These are Dharm 
(Righteousness), Arth (Material Pursuits), Kaam (Contentment) and Moksh (Enlightenment). Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi is believed to grant all the four boons to those who visit her holy shrine in a righteous way. where she merged 
her human form with the astral form of her creators, the three supreme Energies. 
            
Fig. 2. (a) Journey Culmination Point-Bhawan Complex   (b) The three supreme Energies inside Holy Cave at Bhawan Complex 
a b
d
b
c 
a 
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The temple was existing in the cave since the primeval days. It comes in the mythology that the shrine was built 
by the Pandav Brothers (Mahabharata Epic) which is around 90 feet structure. Every day of the year throngs of 
people surge up the steep pathways that cut across the Trikuta hillsides for mile after mile. Popular belief holds that 
anybody who walks the Himalayan trail to the goddess’s adobe to ask for a boon rarely goes back disappointed. 
Many devotees plan journey every year to pay obeisance regardless of the type of ceremony, faith/belief, 
creed/class, caste/ religion. 
2. Need of Study 
Fig. 3. Circulation in Katra/Vaishno Devi 
 
In India, we find the oldest pilgrimage tradition in the entire world. The practice of religion in India is deeply 
embedded in the cultural Psyche. Indian Pilgrim centers are primarily located in calm and serene environments 
beyond the obvious urbanization. These are now being transformed into commercialized tourist destinations with the 
infrastructure additions. Improved access with increased foot-fall off-late means the carrying capacity of these 
places has increased & some-times even surpassed the threshold limit. Thus, affecting the environment badly due to 
stress on receiving areas  in peak season of pilgrim tourists in terms of local culture, transport system, human health 
etc. Katra serves the base camp for pilgrims who visit Vaishno Devi. There are a few attractive green hill spots near 
about Katra too. So, it has a thriving tourism industry that offers plenty of hotels, guest houses, restaurants, dhabas, 
fast-food joints that fit all kinds of budgets. Free accommodation is provided by some registered trusts in the form of 
sarai’s (dorm tiers) for the poor. Hence, it is the major contributor (approx.10%) in the economy of the state too. 
Hence, to uplift and preserve it, ought to be the mandate for the collective growth of the region and country at large. 
          Table 1: Gross Receipt from Tourist item –wise (in Crores) - Katra 
Income Head Receipt Per Item (Crore Rupees) Year wise 
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Boarding and 
Lodging 
364.82 373.30 415.01 405.56 491.71 522.40 603.98 606.22 
Transportation 711.80 728.36 809.74 791.29 959.38 1019.26 1178.42 1182.99 
Offering 125.41 128.32 142.66 139.41 169.02 179.57 207.61 208.42 
Shopping 385.50 241.01 267.45 261.84 317.46 337.27 389.94 390.94 
Miscellaneous 55.45 56.74 63.08 61.64 74.73 79.39 91.79 95.67 
Total 1642.98 1527.73 1697.94 1659.74 2012.3 2137.89 2471.74 2484.24 
       
3. The permeable 
  The increased inflow of tourists clearly dictating the occupational pattern in whole of Katra Town & thus 
prompting for the increased change in  land use pattern & increased urbanization in Katra at the cost of huge loss in 
Public Realm in Katra Town. This is the main crux of all problems in present day Katra town. As a result, the 
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figures in terms of land use pattern, Occupational pattern for the Katra town are very different as compared to other 
towns of tourism gracious state like Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
       Table 2: Growth of population since 1911-2011 (Katra) – Source: census of India 2011 
 
          Table 3: Occupational Structure (percentage) –Katra – Source: Master Plan Katra 2021 A.D. 
            
           Table 4: Occupational Structure (percentage) –Katra – Source: Census 2001 
   
As evident from Table 2,3 &  4, Katra saw a drastic change in occupational pattern from 1961-71 decade & 
onwards. With the increase in population, there is a decrease in cultivators & agricultural dependant workers. That 
means economic base of the town has considerably strengthened in secondary & tertiary sector but it has dwindled 
in primary sector because of increased urbanization in all the three zones of Katra comprising of about 12 sq kms of 
area under Katra Municipal Committee & Katra Development Authority Area (KDA villages). 
Fig. 4. (a) Pilgrimage detail from 1986-2014   (b) 
Pilgrimage detail in last 12 months (c) 
Occupational Structure Katra (KDA Region) 
Census year  Population  Decadal growth  
1911  828   
1921  868  4.83%  
1931  950  9.44%  
1941  1005  5.78%  
1951  1267  20.06%  
1961  1529  20.67%  
1971  3315  116.80%  
1981  4573  38%  
2001  8083  81.56%  
2011 9008 8.21% 
 S.No Occupation 1961 1971 1981 2001 
1 Cultivators  10.2  2.6  1.4  0.2  
2 Household Industries  1.8  0.5  3.2  0.1  
3  Trader and Commerce  7.5  7.6  10.5  2.6  
4 Labour and other services  10.9  17.7  19.2  34.0  
5 Non-workers Dependent 
on Yatries  
70.3  71.6  65.7  63.1 
  
Details  Total number of workers  % of cultivators  % of agriculture 
labourers  
% of household 
workers  
% of other workers  
J&K 
State  
3753815  6.56  42.40  6.25  44.79  
Katra 
town  
2847  0.63  0.46  0.25  98.67  
KDA 
villages  
2420  29.96  9.46  1.61  58.97  
c 
a b
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      In recent years, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine has become very popular destination among pilgrims. 
Pilgrimage Tourism to Vaishno Devi Shrine constitutes an important component of total tourism in Jammu and 
Kashmir and has affected the place in positive as well as negative sense. Every year around 7 million pilgrims visit 
the Shrine which is influencing the socio-economic environment of the region too. Thus, the Government & Shrine 
Board authorities are compelled to fit in the facilities with in time constraint. Accordingly, the Katra town has a 
complete new look. Once present, the village mud plastered kaccha (temporary) houses, dingy shops, open green 
spaces and ice cold pure water flowing through Ban-Ganga (Natural water stream emerged out of Ban i.e. Arrow by 
Goddess), have transformed  &  now one can see narrow bazar with dirt littered, pucca (permanent)buildings, shops, 
other commercial establishments, full paved surfaces for vehicles.  Increasing tourist number has overburdened 
Katra town & surfaced many problems which seeks a long term legible solution. 
 
Following concerns demand immediate attention for remedial solutions. 
x Continuous degradation of the urban infrastructure. 
x The loss of public realm 
x Scarcity of human friendly legible urban spaces 
x Inability to globalize the town in terms of unique Architectural character  
x Lack of Support infrastructure/amenities in Katra Town for locals & pilgrimage tourists 
 
3.1. Continuous degradation of the urban infrastructure in Katra 
The population of Katra Town has been increasing with pilgrims flow. Hence, the overall burden on the town has 
always been increasing. Subsequently, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir state has to notify the settlement of 
Katra under the provisions of Jammu and Kashmir State Municipal Act, making Katra as an urban town with 
constitution of a Notified Area Committee. Besides, the increase in resident population, the floating population has 
also increased by i.e. 81.56 percent from 1981 to 2001, especially after the constitution of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board (SMVDSB) in 1986. SMVDSB also provide adequate facilities for pilgrims in Katra and above. 
 
Table 5: Proportion of Land under Different Categories –Katra (Source: Master Plan – Katra 2021 A.D. prepared by TPO, Jammu, p.15) 
S. 
No.  
 
Land use  
 
As on. 18.8.1975  
 
As on 13.9.1986  
 
As on Feb. 2002  
 
Area (in Acres) 
 
Area (in Acres) 
 
Area (in Acres) 
 
1 Residential  
 
26.00  107.26  238.00  
2 Pilgrim accommodation in dormitory use  
 
9.00  27.80  27.80  
3 Commercial  
a. General Business  
b. Hotels  
c. Guest House  
d. Cinema  
3.00 
2.00 
- 
- 
4.22 
8.22 
- 
0.50 
12.65 
16.73 
16.87 
0.50 
4 Public/Semi Public  
a. Educational Institutes  
b. Medical Institutes  
c. Govt. offices  
d. Labour Sarai  
2.30 
0.60 
3.10 
0.30 
4.02 
1.06 
8.69 
0.50 
6.26 
1.06 
10.00 
0.50 
5 Public utilities  1.20  1.84  2.00  
6 Social cultural  0.60  3.61  8.34  
7 Recreational:  
a. Parks, open spaces etc.  
7.00  8.00  10.00  
8 Religious and Archaeological  2.00  5.28  10.25  
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   The Tourism with its excessive concern for aesthetic economic development, lays greater stress on the part of land 
resources. It is the tourism only when compared to other urbanizing agents, has involved in higher rate of conversion 
of agricultural land to non-agricultural one mainly for tourist landscaping and meeting the recreation needs of the 
tourists. The extent of conversion however varies from one place to another depending upon the type of tourism 
being promoted, the nature of tourist arrivals and the most important of all is the type of tourism promotional 
agency. Pertinently, The land use scenario of Katra town has witnessed a tremendous change during the last few 
decades. Since Katra town receives countless pilgrims per year thus for the management of the town, the State 
Government has initiated Town Planning Scheme for developing the town in an organized manner. For this the State 
Govt. brought Katra town under the provisions of the State Town Planning Act, 1963 and constituted a 
Development Board for the preparation of a town planning scheme for 410.58 acres of lands out of which only 
82.58 acres of land has been 
developed for various uses, as given in table 5. 
     Transformation from agriculture in to various land uses like residential, Pilgrims accommodation, and 
commercial, Govt. Offices, Hotel, Guest Houses, Circulation and industries. As a result of this open area has 
decreased. The town Planners has proposed different proportion of land under different land use plan, given in table 
5, which shows increase in land use over the years under different plans.  
Fig.5. (a) Change in Land-use Katra  (1980-2009)   (b) Settlement Pattern-Katra (c) Circulation pattern in Katra (d) Settlement Pattern-A  
bird’s eye view (e) View of Katra City highlighting Present Urban Growth Pattern. 
                       
9 Circulation:  
a. Road/lanes 
b. Terminal Parking 
c. Air strip 
d. Industrial  
 
16 
-  
6.48  
3.00  
 
32.03 
6.50  
6.48  
1.87  
 
71.82 
6.50  
8.45  
1.00  
10 Open Area  328.00  1094.79  2252.84  
11 Total  410.58  1322.67  2701.57  
a b
d
e 
c 
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   Though the master plan of Katra through notified committees/organization/Municipal Corporation has been in 
vogue since 1985 onwards. The same was insisted upon by Shrine board (as well). But, the amount of pilgrimage the 
Katra town has seen means for economic opportunities, Katra has gradually sprawled towards the surrounding 
villages as shown in settlements pattern (Fig. 5). It demands control over the future development in and around this 
expanding town, so as to achieve a sustainable urban development and provide better infra-structure to the pilgrims 
and local population in near future. This has rendered the continuous degradation of Urban Infrastructure of the 
Town i.e. efforts of Municipal Authorities etc. are totally mesmerized by the rapid & free-flowing undesirable 
morphology of urban Growth (particularly commercial sector) that Katra has seen in recent Years (Fig. 5). 
3.2. The loss of public realm 
         Continuous Degradation of the Urban Infrastructure in Katra as explained above means there is continuous 
loss of public realm in the town. The Settlement pattern of Katra as explained already clearly show major hap-
hazard growth of commercial establishments without having any care of Public Realm.  Economic benefits  in 
totality have dominated the urban landscape of the town as such  public realm is not taken care of even in major 
hubs of the town like central square,  settlement around bus-terminus, way towards Ban-Ganga.  Due to negligence 
of public realm, pilgrims cannot appreciate the image of the city. This public realm ought to be emphasized 
immediately for the better, sustainable & long term importance of the pilgrimage town Katra from the Urban, 
economic and Tourism perspective.  
 
 
 
a 
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          Fig.6. Symbols depicting Loss of public Realm-Katra (a) Commencing point of Pilgrimage (b) Main Square 
Katra (c) Bus Terminus Katra nearby Main Square (d) Hear of city (e) Tourist Reception Centre. 
3.3. Scarcity of human friendly legible urban spaces 
Unprecedented growth in tourist number and improved access to the Katra town has resulted in haphazard urban 
unplanned development despite the sincere effort from shrine board to provide adequate safe planned structures to 
the tourists. As a result most of the land primarily near to the central square has been utilized for obvious 
commercial establishments. Present situation in Katra (fig.6, 7) clearly shows there is not a 
single space present in Katra which could be categorized as legible urban space. For 
example, urban green, urban plaza, pedestrian friendly square, barrier free street 
design with regular sitting outlets for the tourists to enjoy, relax & simultaneously enjoy the cultural Landscape, 
Architectural heritage (presently missing) of Katra and the panoramic views of Trikuta Mountains (fig. 7 b) with 
Pilgrimage Track particularly in the evenings. As such pilgrims doesn’t have a safe space to sit & enjoy. Despite the 
fact that the boundaries of the urban area of the town are swelling very fast by changing the land-use from 
agriculture to Commercial, still emphasis for legible urban spaces is not targeted at all. For this, legible elements 
like Urban Nodes, Paths, edges etc. with additions of Landmarks with barrier free designs for disabled are required 
in Katra. 
Fig.7. (a) Google image of main Hub of Katra-Town    b) Panoramic View of Trikuta Hills Katra with the Pilgrimage track. 
c b
d e 
a b
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3.4. Inability to globalize the town in terms of  unique Architectural Character 
Fig.8. (a)Architecture style in the main square    b) Architecture style of buildings by shrine board; Guest House, Entrance pavilion & bhawan 
complex  (c) Architecture style in the old bazaar street buildings  (d) modern Railway Station-Katra   (e) Facades of  Few Hotels - Katra 
Katra Town’s present Architectural scenario is in dilapidated condition. Town consists of buildings ranging from 
40 years to even 01 year old. Though, construction in its municipal limits is banned presently at temporary basis but 
still its buildings can compete with any developing sub-urban area of the country. It won’t be out of place to say that 
it’s a mix of different styles (isms). In other words, Architecture style depicts it’s totally the collaboration between 
client & Architect without any context for the character, climate, place or heritage globalization pertaining to unique 
Architectural style. Where As, buildings developed by shrine board rhymes a bit with the buildings of shrine & on 
the pilgrimage track in terms of Architecture style. However, the Architecture style of the Bhawan Complex itself is 
debatable owing to the context of the place. Local Materials, local labor, surrounding establishments & limitations 
of the development are totally ignored by one and all as visible through present Architectural infrastructure of Katra 
Town (fig.8). The Architecture style of this town ought to be a typical style Architecture preferably in local 
materials as evident in many religious towns of the world particularly of pilgrimage importance. It needs to be 
globalized so that people carry a better image of the town as that of the shrine.    
 
 
 
 
a 
b
c d
e 
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3.5. Lack of support infrastructure/amenities in Katra town for locals & pilgrimage tourists 
Katra’s Town lags the amenities support to cater the local as well as floating population. Yes, number of pilgrims 
have increased over the years beyond expectations but the amenities support for the same is very nominal & hasn’t 
been upgraded for a long time now. For Revitalization in terms of urbanization, education facilities are also very 
important. In Katra, there are 08 Govt. schools & 04 private schools. Once, Katra used to be fully sustainable for 
water supply through Ban-Ganga Canal flowing through the city. There used to be natural water spouts ejecting out 
of the hills at many spots through the city which provided pure potable water. Due to abnormal growth & negligence 
towards natural amenities, all these resources are absolute zero as of modern day. i.e. present Katra is 100% 
dependent on other areas (Painthal, Devi-pindi etc around 10 kms away) from where water is transported on 
payment in tankers & users store this water in UG tanks for consumption of 1-2 days & process gets repeated after 
that.  Waste disposal scenario is even worse & most of the waste is disposed in open very near to national highway 
(Katra-Reasi) in close proximity to the edge of Katra Town. The amount of waste already being generated per day 
create havoc pictures for the days to come if it won’t be stopped immediately. Health facilities in the Katra town is 
negligible with only one community health centre of 30 beds and one dispensary run by charitable trust. Although 
panic of any sort can happen any time as most of the construction doesn’t comply with the legible bye-laws 
particularly in the active seismic Zone location of Katra (Disaster prone area due to location as well as number of 
pilgrims present in the city on a peak season day).  
Fig.9. (a) Manual Handling of waste ( b) Waste disposal site along Katra Reasi road. (c) Community Health Centre-Katra (d) Public Toilet 
 
There is a police station & Tourist Reception center near to Main Square for the facility of the tourists and local. 
Common toilets too are also majority absent from the city i.e. only one toilet complex is provided near to the main 
square. All these amenities need to be uplifted anyway from the present status irrespective of the fact that the burden 
on these amenities need to be reconsidered from the urban planning point of view.  
4. Proposed Model  
The problems in Katra (base town) need immediate solution as the main cause of problem i.e. ever-increasing 
inflow of pilgrimage tourist won’t stop ever credit to the religious value attached to the shrine. Keeping in view all 
obligations, followings model is hereby attempted for revitalizing the urban development scenario of Katra town and 
to address the problems highlighted in sections 3.1 to 3.5 above: 
 
x Pilgrimage zone in the base town Katra needs to be marked judiciously around the central square. 
a b
c d
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x The Bus stop needs to be relocated in the peripheral area of hub of town as such hub of the town needs to be 
totally devoted to the pedestrian traffic & pedestrian friendly spaces. 
                   Fig.10. Inspirations -- (a) Burgee’s Model of Land-Use (b) Ebenezer Howard’s –Garden Cities of Tomorrow 
  
x Burgee’s Land use model (fig.10-a) and Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City Concept (fig. 10-b) are the best 
models to be implemented in Katra’s redevelopment scenario with little amendments. 
       Fig.11. (a) Demarcation Plan of study Area –Katra      (b) 
Katra- tentative Proposal highlights 
x As Suggested by Burgee’s model, Katra’s 
hub-central square may be redevelop as CBD (1) where ticketing counters, Tourist reception center would be 
located. Pedestrian friendly streets with legible street furniture coupled with eatery & shopping joints would 
also be located in this zone. These would also include urban plazas, urban open spaces to sit, relax, enjoy the 
serene beauty of place & Trikuta hills, to capture & admire the Architecture of the place. Hotels may occupy 
the factory zone area (2) which would be catered by vehicles through the zone of Transition (3). Zone of 
transition would comprise of slow and restricted traffic with legible parking spaces for short stay vehicles. 
(4) and (5) would be comprising of residential zone for locals and working class which would be restricted in 
density as per master plan provisions of the town. (6) would be the fast traffic peripheral commuter zone 
with parking lots connecting with all other zones (service roads).  
x Present population of Katra is around 10,000 people over an area of around 1500 acres  with the floating 
population of around 100 lakhs/year (railway acquire around 2000 acres of land in Katra). Clearly, maximum 
size of population in Garden City is 32000 people, suitable for an area for 6000 acres.  So, with the addition 
of floating population, Katra is already congesting. So, the application of Garden city movement (with 
amendments) has great scope in urban redevelopment scenario of Katra. i.e. First layer : green area that 
called as ‘centre of garden’. Become as recreation area, central hub of town with sitting spaces. Second layer 
: have hotels, guest houses & sarai’s where visitor come to take shelter. Third layer: public facility such as 
school, field, temple and other amenities. Fourth layer: Residential area with landscape garden around that. 
Fifth layer : industrial activities such as factory and warehouse. Fixed green area: located outside of the 
layer. Provided for agriculture, farming & also have a role to play in micro-climate of Katra’s hub. 
2 
6
1 
5 
4
3 
1.CBD 
2. Factory Zone 
3. Zone of Transition 
4. Working class Zone 
5. Residential Zone 
6. Commuter Zone 
a b
a b Peripheral commuter Fast Traffic Road 
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x While applying these models, 5-minutes walking distance to the nearby auto stand must be taken care of. For 
connecting old city to the Main square, only cycle-rickshaws may be utlilized for peak hours for safe & clean 
environment. For other times, battery operated (pollution free) cars, rope-ways  may also be considered.  
x By the Application of Garden city Movement, the dejected land use of agriculture & farming can again be 
rejuvenated and thus ecological balance can also be maintained. When more population, local, workers and 
pilgrims increases more, more garden cities would be created as shown in fig. 11 -b 
x This would clearly mean stoppage of degradation of urban infrastructure & the restoration of public realm. 
As, the controlled density in main hub of Katra under strict bye-laws and adherence to the principles as 
suggested above  would definitely restore the quality infrastructure & public Realm. In totality, the 
determinants of urban form would be definitely achieved through the suggested approach e.g. the creation of 
signature civic square for flexible use & enjoyment for all year around. This would also contain an expansive 
seating for civic and cultural events, daily shopping, dining needs encompassing the square & uplifting the 
Public Realm. 
x CBD of burgee’s model plus the first layer as suggested by Ebenezer Howard would contain the desired 
urban spaces as regarded as legible urban spaces for humans in such contexts.  fig. 12(a)-(e). 
 
 
 
 
Fig.12. (a)-(d) Sample Sketches of proposed urban character in the main square-Katra  (e) Old bazaar-sample sketch with stepped 
heritage facades  (f) sample bench mark for architectural style for such towns. 
x Architecture of Katra needs to be redeveloped in a very serious manner. For this, there should be façade 
control particularly in the buildings surrounding the main square and in Old bazaar. Buildings facades, roofs 
in particular must take care of the Trikuta hills. Redevelopment should keep well within the existing foot-
print and scape of the buildings. Bhawan Complex’s (at Shrine) Architecture needs to be reconsidered as 
well. It must be influenced by local climate, context & materials. Sloping Roofs would be the best option 
under the said context. With adequate help from Municipal Corporation, Such approach would bring Katra a 
new image amongst its pilgrims pertaining to its Architecture & infrastructure. 
x Retaining the heritage facades and ensure the remainder of the façade to relate well with the shrine. The 
focus should be to tie the modern interior with the historic exterior. The colour scheme (e.g. grey or beige) of 
the buildings must not dominate the Trikuta hills i.e. Stone (local), grey slate (roofs etc) or exposed concrete. 
x Buildings needs to be developed at human scale in the stepped profile (fig.11-e) so that building facades may 
not dominate the Trikuta hills  or the panoramic views of the same.  
x Decentralization is the way to go-- Both the models clearly suggest decongestion from the heart of the town 
which means only essential facilities would be comprising of in different layers (as per the two models). As 
such, infrastructure burden would be decentralized & minimum gap, so left, can be easily compensated with 
in the norms of Master plan Provisions. Certain facilities like water supply & consumption needs to be 
resumed through nearby areas like Jhajjar river and Devi-Pindi canal using proper technology & 
rejuvenation, conservation of these natural water resources. Simultaneously, mixing of solid waste in such 
water resources need to be legally banned immediately for the future sustainable future of Katra. Disposal 
plant & Recycling plant needs to be located in the peripheral layer as per the said two models. 
a b c 
d e f 
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x Parking/Auto-stands is a huge problem in Katra. This would be catered by decentralized parking spaces 
along the peripheral commuter zone. Additionally, four super-blocks of multi-level parking (parking 
decentralization) may be provided at appropriate locations to meet the requirement on certain peak weeks. 
 
5. Conclusion 
The problems in Katra (base town) are primarily due to overburden on its infrastructure due to economic benefits. 
The no. of pilgrimage tourists would definitely increase due to History, culture and religious beliefs in Country like 
India. Decentralization in amenities &  provision of adequate determinants of urban form with in permissible 
densities (of master plan provisions)  with the single largest objective of safe, secure, sheltered comfortable place for 
transit; would definitely uplift Katra amongst the leading urban pilgrimage towns of the world. Uplift of its 
Judicious Architecture style with in the appropriate context would add even more laurels in Pilgrimage Tourists in 
coming Years. Such an approach would attract even more tourists in off seasons as well which would benefit one 
and all. The Scope of future research would focus on comprehensive statistical  urban model for the town with the 
more detailing for the architectural character of different urban fabrics of the  Katra Town. 
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